
 
 

 
 

 
10th Meeting of the International Advisory Committee 

Memory of the World Programme 
Manchester, United Kingdom, 22-25 May 2011 

 
REPORT 

 
1. Orientation session  
 
An orientation meeting was held on the afternoon of 22 May, the day of arrival of 
participants. Ms Joie Springer welcomed all new members of the International Advisory 
Committee (IAC) and first-time attendees, including observers, to the Programme. She 
introduced the Memory of the World (MoW) Programme, explaining its structures, the 
different registers, the work of its committees and expectations for the roles they should play 
in achieving the Programme's objectives. 
 

 
Group Photo © F. McCarthy 

 
2. Welcome address by UK Representative 
 
The meeting was addressed by Mr David Dawson, chairman of the UK Memory of the World 
National Committee, who extended a warm welcome to all participants and hoped that the 
deliberations would be very productive. 
 
3. Opening of the session by the representative of the Director-General of UNESCO 
 
The 10th IAC session was opened by Ms Joie Springer on behalf of the Director-General of 
UNESCO, Ms Irina Bokova. Ms Springer welcomed the IAC members, members of different 
MoW committees and observers, and thanked the UK National Committee, especially Mr 



- 2 - 
 

George Boston, Mr David Dawson and Mr Ian White for their hard work and preparations for 
the organization of the IAC meeting. 
 
Ms Springer expressed the wish to heighten the focus of the Programme and thanked the 
Polish authorities for organizing the just concluded 4th International Conference which helped 
to highlight areas of concern, included the need cited by the Director-General to "further 
sensitize and educate the wider public about the importance of documentary heritage for 
collective memory". She appealed for partnership and cooperation to help with the promotion 
and development of MoW with each IAC member being encouraged to serve as its 
ambassadors. 
 
 
4. Confirmation of the Agenda 
 
The Agenda was confirmed after the inclusion of a proposal concerning IFAP projects, the 
appointment of SCoT Chair and the UNESCO digital heritage conference under Item 10 ‘Any 
other business’. 
 
5. Election of the Bureau  
 
The following members were unanimously elected to form the Bureau of the IAC for 
2011/2012:  
 
President: Ms Roslyn Russell  
Rapporteur: Ms Ellen Tise 
Vice-Presidents: Ms Alissandra Cummins, Ms Nada Itani, Mr Jonas Palm 
 
5. Reports of outgoing President, Chairpersons of Sub-Committees 
 
5.1 Report of the President of IAC, Ms Roslyn Russell: 
 
The President of the IAC, Ms Russell, opened the meeting by thanking the Polish National 
Commission for UNESCO and especially Professor Wojciech Falkowski, Ms Barbara Berska 
and Mr Tomasz Komorowski for very capably organizing a most inspirational 4th 
International Conference held in Warsaw just a few days before the IAC meeting.  
 
Ms Russell reported on several activities, visits and celebrations including the ICOM’s 
International Museum Day 2011 for which UNESCO Memory of the World Programme was 
a key partner, along with specialist NGOs IFLA, ICA, CCAAA and ICOMOS. Ms Russell 
expressed her appreciation of Germany and the Greater Region for its support to the 
Programme and especially Mr Jordan for the immense efforts he has made in forging these 
alliances, and also Mr Rainer Raber, President of the Museums Association of the Greater 
Region, who is seeking to establish closer cooperation with MoW. The celebration of IMD 
2011, of which MoW was an integral and highly visible part, has highlighted the key role of 
museums, as well as libraries and archives, in the preservation of the world’s memory 
embodied in its documentary heritage. 
 
Ms Russell stressed the fact that the MoW Programme is gaining in recognition 
internationally in view of the significant increase in the numbers of nominations proposed for 



- 3 - 
 

the International Register, as well as a similar increase in applications for the Jikji Prize in 
2011 (around 50 per cent more compared to previous rounds in both cases). 
 
She thanked the Republic of Korea, notably the National Commission and the Korean 
Cultural Heritage Administration, for their sustained support for the Programme, not only in 
the biennial award of the Jijki Prize, but also for their commitment to training in the Asia-
Pacific region and possibly beyond 
 
Ms Russell acknowledged the dedication of members of the IAC, its Bureau and sub-
Committees and their willingness to undertake the work of the Programme over the past two 
years.  She singled out Mr Ray Edmondson for his work on the UNESCO Memory of the 
World Companion; Mr Jordan for his proposal for Memory of the World Studies at university 
level, and all those who assessed register nominations and Jikji Prize applications, 
participated as facilitators in training workshops and in other ways contributed to the growth 
of MoW. 
 
Finally, Ms Russell paid tribute to the work of the linchpin of the Programme, Chief of its 
Secretariat, Ms Joie Springer, who with her endless patience and diplomatic skills, coupled 
with a thorough knowledge of the climate in which the Programme operates, constitutes an 
invaluable asset in the ongoing work of the UNESCO Memory of the World Programme. 
 
5.2 Register Sub-Committee Report 
 
Mr Jan Bos, Chair of the Register Sub-Committee (RSC), presented the work of the sub-
committee over the past 2 years. Two meetings were held to evaluate the nominations 
received for the International Register. In the 9th RSC meeting, held from 17-19 November 
2010, 84 nominations for the Register were assessed, of which 45 nominations were 
favourably recommended, 1 remained undecided and put forward to the IAC for decision, 
modifications of 20 nominations were requested and 11 nominations were judged not to have 
met the criteria. The meeting reviewed the Memory of the World Register Selection Criteria 
and Companion designed to improve evaluation procedures. The draft Protocol and Ethics 
was also discussed and approved by the RSC. 
 
In its 10th meeting on 15 February 2011, the RSC finalized its recommendations to the IAC 
which resulted in 55 items being recommended for inscription and 4 items with a provisional 
recommendation.  
 
The IAC Chair thanked the members of the Register Sub-committee for their hard work, 
support and cooperation. 
 
5.3 Sub-Committee on Technology Report  
 
Mr Jonas Palm, Chair of the Sub-Committee on Technology (SCoT) reported on the work of 
the SCoT since the IAC meeting in Barbados 2009. SCoT has focused on three major issues: 
supporting the development of Archivematica, an open source long term storage system for 
digital information; activities related to the Information For All Programme (IFAP) Working 
Group on Information Preservation; and the preparation of a flyer/booklet (Preserving our 
Documentary Heritage) that explores the problems of preservation for decision-makers. 
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In addition, the MoW Secretariat on behalf of SCoT sent out a Questionnaire to measure the 
impact that registration has had on the items in terms of preservation. It took part in the 
revision of the MoW nomination form, as well as providing technical assessment and 
comments on the Jikji Prize and MoW register nominations. 
 
5.4 Marketing Sub-Committee Report 
 
Ms Belinda Capul, Chair of the Marketing Sub-Committee (MSC) reported on the activities 
from 2009 onwards. Ms Capul stated that the work undertaken by the MSC was primarily 
intended to establish relationships/partnership with the professional groups and strengthen the 
capacity of the national/regional committees to implement the Programme through training 
workshops, issuance of guidelines, provision of promotional materials for the new logo, and 
partnership arrangements. 
 
 A number of training workshops had been organized and served to further raise awareness of 
MoW and the issues of safeguarding documentary heritage. A plan to promote MoW was 
proposed, in which different MSC members would be assigned specific responsibilities within 
their respective regions. Furthermore, the idea of a special MoW website was mooted. The 
website would facilitate greater interactivity and collaboration. Details are to be discussed 
during the joint MSC/Bureau session that will follow the IAC meeting. 
 
The IAC approved the reports from the 3 Sub-Committees. 
 
 
6. Reports of Regional Committees: 

 
6.1 Report of ARCMOW 
 
Ms Mandy Gilder, Chair of ARCMOW, reported on activities of the regional committee, 
stressing the specific challenges that face the continent, and some of the difficulties inherent 
in managing a committee of this size, which is further compounded by linguistic diversity and 
levels of development. Ms Alissandra Cummins noted the report with interest and suggested 
that regions should invite representatives from IFLA, ICOM and ICA to MoW 
meetings/activities and use these existing structures as tool to strengthen the Programme.  

 
6.2 Report of MOWCAP 
 
The report by the MOWCAP Chair, Mr Edmondson, covered activities since 2009. 
MOWCAP has directly interacted with 32 of the 45 countries in the region.  The 4th General 
Meeting of MOWCAP was held in Macau SAR, China on 17-18 March 2010. It attracted 57 
participants and was hosted by the Macau Foundation and the Macau Documentation and 
Information Society. Eight new inscriptions have been added to the Asia-Pacific Register and 
the ceremony for presentation of certificates received excellent media coverage. One of the 
outcomes of the meeting was a recommendation to the IAC to investigate the issue of a 
convention for MoW. 
 
The Bureau met in Hanoi on 2-4 February 2011, hosted by the UNESCO National 
Commission of Vietnam, and the 5th General Meeting is scheduled for March 2012 in 
Bangkok, Thailand.  
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6.3 Report of MOWLAC 
 
Ms Margot Thomas, Chair of MOWLAC, also observed that linguistic challenges in the Latin 
American and Caribbean region impacted on the implementation of its activities. She spoke 
highly of cooperation with other non-governmental organizations and between regions.  A 
question was raised about cooperation between other UNESCO cultural heritage programmes, 
e.g. world heritage, intangible heritage. This issue was also discussed at the Warsaw 
conference where recommendations were made. 

 
7. Assessment of nominations for the Register 

 
UNESCO distributed the nominations with the RSC recommendations to IAC members ahead 
of the meeting so that a thorough investigation could be completed and thereby facilitate 
deliberation during the meeting. It also presented an update on the 2009 provisional 
inscription. 
 
Deep concerns were expressed by Ms Springer regarding attempts to influence decisions of 
the IAC members prior to the meeting. As such it was proposed that no discussion about the 
nominations would be conducted during the open session. It was also decided that only the 
names and country of IAC members will be posted on the website in future to maintain 
transparency, while reducing the means of contacting IAC members directly. Members were 
reminded that communication concerning nominations should to be channelled through the 
Secretariat only, and that any approaches from nominators, nominating countries or external 
bodies should be reported. 
 
In-depth discussion of the nominations was held in a closed session and the final list was 
submitted to the Director-General for approval. The list of nominations and their assessment 
are in Appendix 3. 
 
8. MoW Companion, MoW Register Protocol and Ethics  
 
The MoW Companion was presented by Mr Edmondson and was welcomed, with the Chair 
congratulating the authors. The definition of a ‘document’ as described in the Companion was 
felt to be inadequate and in need of further precision. Ms Luciana Duranti and Mr Michael 
Heaney offered to prepare descriptions of the different types of documents and provide 
concrete examples so as to better assist in the preparation of nominations. The Companion, 
and the revised nomination form which was reviewed and approved by the IAC, will be 
translated and made available on the UNESCO MoW website. 
 
The decision to use MoW as the sole and official acronym for Memory of the World was re-
endorsed by the IAC. This decision will be communicated to all structures.   
 
The MoW Register Protocol and Ethics was thoroughly discussed. It was agreed that the 
document should mention explicitly that the principles will apply to members of the IAC and 
RSC when evaluating nominations for the Register. It was also agreed to add a Confidentiality 
clause concerning the discussion/decisions of the IAC during its in camera session. 
 
 
 
 



- 6 - 
 

9. Promotion of MoW 
 
IAC members recognized the importance of promoting the MoW Programme further and 
wider. They noted that the fact that the number of nominations had increased by almost 50 per 
cent this round shows that the Programme is becoming well known and that the interest 
worldwide increases.  
 
But the IAC members also noted that more initiatives were necessary for its further 
development. All IAC members should actively promote MoW at every opportunity. 
Introducing a system of partnerships for MoW was proposed and welcomed by the IAC 
members, though they reserved the final decision on this to the MSC. The proposal consists in 
setting up partnerships on a national and international level and with the public and private 
sector. Partners should be mentioned on the MoW webpage and in the different brochures and 
informative materials of the Programme so that they gain worldwide visibility as sponsors and 
supporters of MoW. 
 
Since August 2010, articles on MoW are appearing frequently in the ‘In Focus series’ of the 
UNESCO Communication and Information Sector website. Although this is a very attractive 
initiative, the IAC members found that it has not been largely advertised. They reiterated the 
huge MoW potential promotion, while noting that the lack of funds and human resources was 
hindering progress in this domain. 
 
Ms Springer reported on the proposal to reinforce the connection with the World Digital 
Library (WDL). During the January meeting of the WDL Executive, it was decided that 
applicants submitting new items for a MoW register would also be required to propose them, 
subject to rights and other authorizations, for inclusion in the WDL, based on WDL selection 
criteria. Progressively all MoW registers would be included, and items on the WDL would be 
tagged as MoW for easy identification. The IAC agreed that closer links with the WDL 
should be encouraged. 
 
The Chair concluded that, during the 4th meeting of the MSC, both the Bureau and the Sub-
Committee would explore all the ideas and suggestions that had been proposed. 
 
 
10.  Follow-up to Warsaw MoW Conference Promotion of Programme 
 
This Conference explored the theme “Culture – Memory – Identities” over three-and-a-half 
days in the Polish capital, in the presence of the leading experts on different aspects of the 
preservation of documentary heritage from around the world, as well as other professionals 
active in the area of history and culture. The Conference gathered representatives of more 
than 71 UNESCO member states and the Warsaw Declaration is one of the major outcomes of 
the Conference. All participants agreed that the 4th Conference had been a success in terms of 
logistics and content, and extended their congratulations to the Polish hosts.  
 
The Warsaw Declaration, which was the major outcome of the Conference, contained 
recommendations for the future of the Programme. After a thorough review, the IAC's 
recommendations and revisions were approved for transmission to Poland for finalization and 
submission of the document to the UNESCO General Conference. 
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11.  Memory of the World and the Academic World: A proposal to introduce 
Memory of the World Studies  

 
The Chair thanked Mr Jordan for a thorough and thoughtful proposal, which consists in 
creating Memory of the World studies at the University level. The proposal was welcomed by 
all IAC members, who noted that a variety of courses are offered in different schools and 
university courses on heritage issues. IAC members agreed that it would be wise to start by 
identifying the existing courses and initiatives currently being offered, and introducing MoW 
studies in the context of other heritage studies before expanding and creating MoW studies as 
an independent programme. It was suggested that the MoW logo could be used, a 
diploma/certificate could be offered, an audit could be done of existing offerings and a link to 
available courses could be provided, and perhaps a summer school at post-graduate level 
could be presented.  
 
Taking into consideration the above, Ms Springer proposed to form a working group that 
could in time result in a MoW Sub-Committee on Education and Training. The WG would 
look into different educational and training aspects of MoW. The following members were 
nominated and accepted to serve on the working group: Alla Aslitdinova, Luciana Duranti, 
Michael Heaney, Lothar Jordan and Andris Vilks. 
 
12. Any other business 
 
12.1. Information For All Programme (IFAP) 
Mr Dietrich Schüller briefly reported on work of the IFAP Information Preservation Working 
Group and the projects that it planned to submit to UNESCO for implementation. 
 
12.2. Digital Preservation Conference 2012 
Ms Springer informed members that UNESCO, in association with different stakeholders, will 
be organizing a conference on digital heritage preservation issues in 2012 to examine the 
imminent danger of losing administrative and historical memory, and address documentary 
heritage preservation principles to ensure the continuity of digital assets.  
 
She added that possible outcomes of the Conference could be the establishment of a 
cooperative framework and policy recommendations that enable transmission to future 
generations of significant digital heritage; the upgrading or revision of the UNESCO Charter 
on the Preservation of Digital Heritage and the launching a major UNESCO initiative on 
digitization. She invited IAC members to participate in the Conference. 
 
12.3  Appointment of SCoT Chair 
In accordance with its Rules of Procedure, a Chair of SCoT needed to be appointed by the 
IAC following the expiry of the term of office of Mr Palm. As Mr Palm is eligible for 
immediate re-appointment, Ms Springer proposed that he continue in the post. This was 
unanimously endorsed by the members.  
 
12.4 Status of MoW 
Mr Edmondson informed the meeting of the recommendations of the MOWCAP bureau 
concerning a Convention for MoW and proposed that MOWCAP start the process of 
exploring the issue. Mr Heaney expressed reservations given MOWCAP’s commitment to a 
Convention. Mr Bos thought that the Warsaw discussions clearly showed that there were 
opposing views and suggested that further research on the topic involve people with different 
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perspectives. Mr Palm agreed that a balanced group should be established and Ms Russell 
asked for volunteers and other recommended persons, who could include those who were part 
of the Panel in Warsaw. The meeting agreed on Mr Edmonson as the convener. 
 
13  Next IAC meeting  
Ms Springer informed participants that subject to final confirmation, a preliminary proposal 
for convening the 11th IAC meeting in 2013 in Korea had been received from a representative 
the Republic of Korea. The place and date will be confirmed later 
 
 
14.  2011 Inscriptions on the MoW Register 
 
Ms Springer announced that the IAC recommendations for inscriptions on the MoW Register 
for 2011 had just been endorsed by the Director–General and that a press release to this effect 
was being issued. Congratulations were extended to all those whose countries were the 
beneficiaries of new inscriptions.    
 
15. Adoption of the report 
 
The Chair summarized the discussions and deliberations of the IAC meeting and the IAC 
members endorsed the Chair’s oral report. Ms Russell then declared the meeting closed after 
thanking all participants for their contributions. 
 
. 
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APPENDIX 1 - List of Participants 
 
IAC MEMBERS 
 
Ms Helena Asamoah  
Ghana       
 
Ms Alla Aslitdinova  
Tajikistan        
 
Ms Ximena Cruzat    
Chile         
 
Ms Alissandra Cummins – Vice-Chair 
Barbados  
 
Ms Luciana Duranti  
Canada  
 
Mr Michael Heaney  
United Kingdom 
 
Ms Nada Itani – Vice-Chair 
Lebanon    
 
Mr Driss Khrouz  
Morocco   
 
Mr Jonas Palm – Vice-Chair 
Sweden   
 
Ms Roslyn Russell – Chair 
Australia       
 
Mr Wladyslaw Stepniak  
Poland      
 
Mr Kyung-ho Suh  
Republic of  Korea     
 
Ms Ellen Tise –  Rapporteur 
South Africa        
            
Mr Andris Vilks  
Latvia         
 
IAC SUB-COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Mr Rujaya Abhakorn  
Thailand        
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Mr Jan Bos  
The Netherlands       
 
Mr George Boston  
United Kingdom       
 
Ms Belina Capul  
Philippines        
 
Mr Ray Edmondson  
Australia         
 
Mr Lothar Jordan  
Germany       
 
Mr Fathi Saleh  
Egypt         
 
Mr Dietrich Schüller 
Austria        
 
Ms Elizabeth Watson  
Barbados  
 
UNESCO STAFF 
Ms Joie Springer  
Ms Maria Liouliou 
       
 
OBSERVERS 
 
Mr Masanori Aoyagi 
 
Mr Simon F. K. Chu  
 
Mr Taeck-Soo Chun  
 
Mr Kurt Degeller  
  
Ms Mandy Gilder  
 
Mr Hideaki Higashi  
 
Mr Jinsung Jeon  
 
Ms Helen Ieong Hoi Keng  
 
Mr Kwi Bae Kim  
 
Ms Soo-Hyun Kim  
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Mr Joachim-Felix Leonhard  
 
Mr Minghua Li  
 
Ms Wendong Li 
 
Mr Roni Manor  
 
Ms Jian Qiu  
 
Mr Oleg Y. Sepelev 
 
Mr Kentaro Tanaka  
 
Ms Margot Thomas  
 
Mr Gerrit Wagener  
 
Ms Huamin Zhang  
 
ORGANISING TEAM 
 
Mr David Dawson  
 
Mr Frank McCarthy 
 
Mr Ian White  
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APPENDIX 2 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

10th Meeting of the International Advisory Committee 
of the Memory of the World Programme 

 
Manchester, United Kingdom, 22-25 May 2011 

 
AGENDA 

 
 
1. Orientation session for new members of the IAC  
 
2. Welcome address  
 
3. Opening of the session by the representative of the Director-General of UNESCO  
 
4. Election of the Bureau of the Committee, composed of a Chairperson, three vice-

presidents and a Rapporteur  
 
5. Reports of Outgoing Chair, Chairpersons of sub-Committees and Regional Committees (5 

minutes each)  
 
6. Assessment of nominations for the Register  
 
7.  MoW Companion. Protocol and Ethics  
 
8. Promotion of Programme and follow-up to Warsaw recommendations 
 
9.  Memory of the World and the Academic World: A Proposal to Introduce Memory of the 

World Studies 
 
10. Any other business  
 
11. Adoption of the report 
 
12. Closure of the meeting 
 
 

http://portal.unesco.org/ci/ev.php?URL_ID=9555&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201&reload=1054550217
http://portal.unesco.org/ci/ev.php?URL_ID=9555&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201&reload=1054550217
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APPENDIX 3 
 
Appendix 1 
1. Recommended for inscription 
Austria Mainz Psalter at the Austrian National Library 
The completeness and integrity of this document, its well-documented status as the finest example 
of a Mainz Psalter (out of a group of only 10) and its unique feature, the first use of a colophon, make 
this work one of world significance, for its role as the first of its kind, marking the introduction of a 
printing technique that not only allowed the easier dissemination of illustrated and coloured books 
but was instrumental in spreading the intellectual revolution of the Renaissance.  
 
Austria  Arnold Schönberg Estate  
Schönberg’s stature in the music world is well attested in reference sources which conclude that he 
may have exercised a greater influence on 20th century music than any other composer due to the 
dissemination of many of his practices, including the formalization of compositional method, and his 
habit of openly inviting audiences to think analytically. His often polemical views of music history and 
aesthetics were significant for many of the major musicologists and critics of the 20th century. 
 
Barbados, Jamaica, Panama, Saint Lucia, UK, USA Silver Men: West Indian Labourers at the 
Panama Canal   
The highly successful recruiting process set in motion by the Isthmian Commission was ultimately 
responsible for the extraordinary pattern of West Indian emigration to Panama to work on the Canal 
project and the efforts of the colonial governments to control and mitigate this phenomenon, the 
magnitude and scale of which had the potential to further erode the power of the British Empire. The 
diverse types of records, documents, photographs, stamps and bank accounts, among others, 
contextualize the construction of the Panama Canal and its global impact. 
 
Bermuda Registry of Slaves of Bermuda 1821-1834   
This Registry is a significant and valuable addition to the Registry of Slaves of the British Caribbean 
1817 –1834, which was inscribed on the Memory of the World Register in 2009. The current 
collection is inscribed as an addendum to the Registry of Slaves of the British Caribbean 1817 –1834. 
 
Bolivia Royal Audiencia Court of La Plata (RALP) 
The RALP is a valuable record of Spanish colonialism, with its mixture of economic exploitation and 
Christian evangelism. In particular, it contains the history of silver mining in Potosi, a UNESCO World 
Heritage site and the centre of silver mining from the 16th to the 19th century, and documents an 
activity that fueled the pre-industrial global economy. Silver became the lifeblood of the Spanish 
empire and a global economy that stretched from Europe to Asia. 
 
Brazil  Fonds of the Network of Information and Counter-information of the Military Regime in 
Brazil (1964-1985) 
This is a major reference complex for the study of the consequences of the Cold War in Latin America 
and a primary source for research on the collaboration instigated by the United States in southern 
cone countries where dictatorships were fostered as part of a regional operation (Plan Condor) that 
resulted in systematic violation of human rights of nationals as well as of foreigners residing in these 
countries, between 1976 and 1980. The importance of these collections stems not only from their 
capacity to clarify espionage methods of the military regime and its police, but also for their 
evidential value for victims of repression.  
 
Bulgaria Enina Apostolos, Old Bulgarian Cyrillic manuscript (fragment) of the 11th century  
The fragments contain one of the oldest forms of Cyrillic script that is evidence of the crucial change 
in the history of the Slavonian conversion to Christianity. Despite possible convergence with the 
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Suprasliensis Codices, already on the International Register, the Enina Apostolos has distinct and 
different characteristics and has its own historical significance as testimony of the old Cyrillic script, 
in the region from which it emerged.  
 
China Ben Cao Gang Mu (Compendium of Materia Medica) 
Although at least seven versions of Compendium of Materia Medica have been published since the 
Qin dynasty, the Ben Cao Gang Mu is the most comprehensive of all and is regarded as the 
foundation of herbal medicine. Because of its information on other humanistic and scientific 
subjects, it was considered to be the global encyclopaedia of the 16th century on the study of herbal 
medicine and related fields. It was recognized by Charles Darwin and translated into Korean and 
Japanese. 
 
China Huang Di Nei Jing (Yellow Emperor's Inner Canon) 
This documentary heritage, a classic of Chinese medicine, is a compilation of Chinese medical 
theories and practices since the 2nd century BC and its contents have proven their worth to many 
world communities for over 2,000 years. The Yellow Emperor contains the 2 basic theories of Chinese 
medicine -Yin and Yang and the Five Elements- that everything in the universe originated from the 
single power or force called qi.  
 
Czech Republic Collection of 526 prints of university theses from 1637-1754 
University disputation theses in the shape of large, engraved and illustrated single sheets are a rare 
occurrence. As the largest coherent collection of such theses in the world, this item is of great 
interest for research on scholarly, historical and art history bases, in particular with regard to the first 
half of the 18th century. It constitutes an amazing phenomenon synchronizing printing competence 
with related ideas of knowledge and academic excellence.  
 
Denmark MS.GKS 4 2°, vol.I-III, Biblia Latina. Commonly called "the Hamburg Bible” or "the Bible of 
Bertoldus" 
This is a well-documented, well-preserved, prestigious, complete, beautifully and abundantly 
illustrated, but nevertheless quite standard 13th century Bible. However, it contains seven extremely 
interesting miniatures which are of the highest rarity, showing different steps in the process of 
preparing, writing and illuminating a codex. In contemporary sources, the art of European medieval 
bookmaking has never been depicted more elegantly and the Bible symbolizes the importance of 
producing and transferring documents of the greatest significance. 
 
Fiji, Guyana, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago  Documentary Heritage of the Indian Indentured 
Labourers  
The records of the Indian Indentured labourers (girmityas) detail personal information of more than 
one million Indians who were relocated to 19 colonies over a period of roughly 100 years. These 
records document a period of movement which was initiated and managed by the machinery of 
colonialism. They constitute a body of documentation on people who were contracted as cheap 
indentured labourers who ultimately significantly contributed to social transformation in their new 
countries. 
 
France Library of Beatus Rhenanus  
The Library of Beatus Rhenanus is possibly the most representative humanist library to survive from 
the Renaissance, whereas the libraries of his great contemporaries such as Erasmus and Sir Thomas 
More have been dispersed. The fact that it was amassed from the time he was 15 by a man who was 
the son of a butcher, and was not a princely library such as the Malatestiana (also on the Register), 
demonstrates the opportunities that were open to a highly intelligent man at the end of the 
medieval period, and makes it a unique creation imbued with the spirit of its owner. 
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Germany Construction and Fall of the Berlin Wall and the Two-Plus-Four-Treaty of 1990. 
Berlin has long held a pivotal place in European history: the capital of Germany; its nerve centre in 
two world wars; the post-war division of the city in 1945 by the victors; the Berlin airlift; and the 
focal point of the east/west ideological divide. The documents are a deliberate chronological  
selection – from 1961 to 1990 – out of a potentially vast range of material that includes articles, 
books, television news items, TV and film documentaries, music and voice recordings and so on from 
around the globe, all focused on the Berlin Wall.  
 
Germany Patent DRP 37435 “Vehicle with gas engine operation” submitted by Carl Benz, Mannheim 
(29 January 1886)  
The Benz Patent represents a first for the industry and technology of motor cars as it is the patent for 
the first “vehicle with gas engine operation” and symbolizes the emergence of individual mobilization 
in industrialized countries and its consequent spread across the entire world. This unique and 
irreplaceable patent is the origin of today’s automobile society. 
 
India Tarikh-E-Khandan-E-Timuriyah 
Authenticated as having been created for the Mughal emperor Akbar in the sixteenth century, this 
manuscript has many rare features and is a fine example of the work of skilled scribes and painters 
from both India and Persia. The exploits of Timur in the fourteenth century were well known beyond 
Central Asia and into Europe, where he was known as ‘Tamerlane’ or ‘Tamburlaine’. The extent of 
Timurid and Mughal rule, both geographically and across the centuries, attests to the world 
significance of these dynasties and the document. 
  
India Laghuk lacakratantrar jatik  (Vimalaprabha)  
The document (Text no G-10766) is regarded by scholars of Tibetan Buddhism as the oldest 
Vimalaprabha in existence. The Kalacakratantra, of which the Vimalaprabha is an extremely 
exhaustive commentary, is one of the most important Tantras in Tibetan Buddhism, which has now 
spread to other parts of the world. The Vimalaprabha unfolds the mystery of the Lord Kalacakra and 
explains the intricacies of the Tantra- Philosophy as specifically related with the system which is a 
syncretic one. The commentary by its contents and character has thus earned a distinctive feature of 
its own to be ranked among the treasures of later Buddhism.  
 
Indonesia and The Netherlands La Galigo  
La Galigo is the story of the Bugis who were highly skilled seafarers that dominated the seas of 
Southeast Asia in the 17th-18th centuries. It is the symbol of their identity and culture, and was 
handed down orally until put into writing. The La Galigo is regarded as the most voluminous epic in 
the world, exceeding in length the Ramayana and Mahabharata, and represents the historical and 
literary importance of this epic belonging to an important indigenous group of Indonesia who played 
a major role in the seafaring history of the world.  
 
Iran A Collection of Nezami's Khamseh 
Khamseh (Five) or Panj Ganj (the five treasures) is a collection of five stories that have influenced 
narrative literature worldwide, a source of inspiration for many literary works. They contain the 
essence of romantic stories that influenced the Islamic/Arab world and were narrated in many forms 
and contexts. These manuscripts reflect in part, the intangible cultural heritage that was wide spread 
in Pre-Islamic and Arab/ Muslim empires.  
 
Iran Al-Tafhim li Awa'il Sana'at al-Tanjim (The Book of Instruction in the Elements of the Art of 
Astrology) 
The manuscript is one of the world’s oldest scientific works on Mathematics and Astrology. Using 
precise mathematical calculations, it made astrology a respectable science and contributed to the 
advancement of Renaissance astrology. Political leaders and ordinary people over the world searched 
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for guidance in their lives and found the systemic links between the stars and human activities useful 
and believable.  
 
Ireland Book of Kells 
The Book of Kells is one of the most famous and best known medieval manuscripts of the Western 
world. Its style of writing, illustrations and decorations have fascinated both scholars and the wider 
public. 500,000 people visit Trinity College Dublin each year to admire this spectacular manuscript. 
Millions of people have visited exhibitions of the Book of Kells in other places, from Cologne to 
Canberra. In this respect the Book of Kells already functions as an expression of the mission of the 
Memory of the World Programme: to increase awareness worldwide of the existence and 
significance of documentary heritage. 
 
Italy Lucca’s Historical Diocesan Archives (ASDLU): Early Middle Ages documents  
The Archives of Lucca are internationally known for its parchment holdings that pre-date the year 
1000 (almost 300 of which are pre 800). The earliest ones constitute an essential source for the study 
of Lombard and Carolingian periods and for the history of the whole of northern and central Italy 
during the same period. Among these parchments are more than 150 manuscripts of the Early 
Middle Ages, including the miscellaneous code number 490, which is known by scholars all over the 
world. 
 
Japan Sakubei Yamamoto Collection 
The collection is a unique historical source on the coal mining industry in Japan as seen from the 
perspective of one worker who was also a talented visual observer. His factual accounts in words and 
pictures represent a memory of Japan’s industrialization that had ramifications for the region and the 
world. The collection shows the impact of western technologies when transferred to a traditional 
eastern culture, an issue of continuing global significance. 
 
Korea, Republic of Human Rights Documentary Heritage 1980 Archives for the May 18th Democratic 
Uprising against the Military Regime in Gwangju  
The May 18th Democratic Uprising not only played a pivotal role in the democratization of the 
Republic of Korea but also affected other countries in East Asia in helping to dissolve the Cold War 
structure. After the 1980s various democratic movements took place in the Philippines, Thailand, 
China, Vietnam, and elsewhere. The 18 May Democratic Uprising is widely considered as a turning 
point for democracy and human rights. 
 
Korea, Republic of Ilseongnok: The Records of Daily Reflections 
Ilseongnok documents the spread of modernization from West to East through science and 
technology transfers facilitated by Jesuit missionaries from Europe to China. It complements other 
documents created by the Joseon dynasty and provides a more fully documented picture of the 
operations of an Asian dynasty at a time of social and geopolitical transition into the modern era, the 
prelude to the age of globalization.  
 
Mexico 16th-18th century pictographs from the record group 'Maps, drawings and illustrations' 
These documents, mostly created during the sixteenth century, constitute a rich and original culture 
that provide graphic evidence of enormous value in understanding the worldview of Pre-Hispanic 
cultures in America and the permanence of their legacy during and after Spanish colonization. Their 
importance lies in being the main written evidence that carried on the tradition of painting, 
testimonial and narrative of pre-Columbian codex. Their originality reflects the enormous creative 
power of the Indian peoples against colonialism. 
 
Mongolia  Lu."Altan Tobchi" - Golden History written in 1651  
Covering the period from the 13th to the 17th century and described as "the only surviving 
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handwritten original manuscript in Mongolian vertical script," the document embraces the rise of 
Genghis Khan and the Mongol Empire and its "Secret History". Its geographic relevance therefore 
extends beyond Asia. Since it is partly based on the Mongolian "Secret History of the Mongols" which 
is regarded as the authoritative account of the history of the Mongols and Genghis Khan's family in 
Mongolian language, and the original no longer exists, the Golden History remains the most reliable 
source in existence.  
 
Mongolia  Mongolian Tanjur 
The Mongolian Tanjur is a Mongolian-language collection of Buddhist commentaries and treatises, as 
opposed to the Kanjur which contains the Buddha's own words, and is the only complete Mongolian-
language version in existence. It survived wars and religious persecution under Stalin in 1937-39 and 
is regarded by Mongolians as a miracle. This confirms the texts' spiritual value to the Mongolian 
Buddhists in both China and Mongolia. Its survival for nearly three centuries is a history in itself and 
should be a lesson to others. 
 
Morocco  Kitab al-ibar, wa diwan al-mobtadae wa al-khabar  
This nomination is part of a 7 volume book which was a pioneer in sociology and had a huge impact 
on world history. Alibar or the book of the “history of the world”, is a major work of history in 
general and the Arab Muslim countries, in particular. It owes its significance partially to its author 
who is regarded as a world reference in sociology and cultural history.  
 
Netherlands, Brazil, Ghana, Guyana, Netherlands Antilles, Suriname, UK, USA  Dutch West India 
Company archives  
The archives produced by the DWIC are complex, multifaceted and scattered around the world but 
their influence is undeniable. They complement the archives of the Dutch East Indian Company (VOC) 
which were inscribed in 2003, revealing the preponderance of the Netherlands upon the world 
during the seventeenth and the eighteenth centuries. It was the DWIC that introduced the triangular 
trade, which was to link manufacturing communities in Europe, slave-procuring communities of 
Africa and plantation communities of the Americas with far-reaching consequences that still resound 
today.  
 
Netherlands, Curaçao, Suriname Middelburgsche Commercie Compagnie  
These archives represent a vital addition to the DWIC archives. They offer both a unique and global 
perspective and understanding of the Slave trade in the so-called triangle trade from Middelburg, the 
capital of the province of Zeeland in the Netherlands, across the Atlantic in the 18th century (1730-
1800). 
 
Netherlands Desmet Collection  
The collection is representative of the output of the main film producing countries in Europe and the 
USA, and exemplifies the business methods of the film industry during its early years (approximately 
1907 to 1918).  It is an outstanding survival: a representative collection of the “stock in trade” of a 
film exhibitor of this era, and its size, scope and character are remarkable. It not only contains many 
unique films in the form of nitrate prints up to 100 years old, but also includes related posters, 
publicity materials, stills and copious business records. 
 
Norway  Thor Heyerdahl Archives 
The universal impact and historical influence of Thor Heyerdahl and his theories about early 
navigation are reflected in a very rich and varied archives characterized by its integrity and 
completeness. It reflects the life of an explorer, scientist and adventurer whose Kon-Tiki Expedition 
film was awarded an Oscar in 1951. 
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Philippines Presidential Papers of Manuel L. Quezon 
The papers document the life of the second President of the Philippines who was involved in all 
stages of his country’s struggle for independence, from the USA, and then from Japanese invasion. 
They also deal with internationally significant individuals such as Quezon himself who was 
instrumental in promoting Tagalog as the national language of the Philippines. The papers also 
document the involvement in the region of world powers such as the USA, Britain, France, Spain and 
the Netherlands,  and provide  comprehensive and irreplaceable source materials on great power 
relations in the region over the period. The Philippines provided an important model internationally 
for countries emerging from colonial rule.  
 
Poland Archive of Warsaw Reconstruction Office 
The reconstruction of Warsaw has been an inspiring lesson to survivors and to the international 
community, not only for what it means in terms of historical preservation of buildings and cities but 
also from the point of view of the impact on society. It is an example of social bond and solidarity 
that crystallized in a joint action on an unprecedented scale, and a particularly significant example as 
the situation occurred immediately after the War, in times of repression inflicted on Polish society at 
the turn of the forties and fifties, the climax of the Stalinist terror in Poland. The photographs of ruins 
and districts of burned out houses became an “icon” permanently associated with the destruction of 
Warsaw, and a testimony of a global war. 
 
Russian Federation  Ostromir Gospel (1056-1057)  
A very well-known and studied unique exemplar that is a monument of the art of the manuscript 
book in old Russia, and the oldest signed (Deacon Gregory) and dated manuscript in East Slavic. 
Created when the old Russian State was prospering following the official adoption of Christianity in 
988, its significance derives from its influence on the development of language, script and visual 
renderings with a quite sober but extremely high standard of calligraphy and artistic design, and as a 
symbol of Christian texts penetrating the north.  
 
Russian Federation Leo Tolstoy's Personal Library and Manuscripts, Photo and Film Collection 
The significance and importance of Tolstoy is globally acknowledged and this collection of 
manuscripts includes Tolstoy’s most important and famous works, notes on his personal life as well 
as his extensive correspondence with admirers and critics. The 25,000 photographs and the early 
films are an additional value shedding light on Tolstoy himself, his family and his sober way of living. 
His library, including a number of books with his personal annotations, contains not only his own 
works, but also the books that surrounded and inspired him.  
 
Sweden  Stockholm City Planning Committee Archives  
The Stockholm City Planning Archives are of world significance for the comprehensive view that they 
provide of a capital city’s urban formation and change, from poor dwellings to the mansions of the 
prosperous, and the full range of commercial, administrative, industrial and educational buildings, for 
more than three centuries, including the documentation of many structures that no longer exist. It is 
very rare and complete urban architectural record held by a single authority and served as a model 
for an ideal city conceptualized by Japanese anime director, Hayao Miyazaki, in his film, Koriko. 
 
Sweden  Codex Argenteus -the "Silver" Bible  
The artistic merits and texts of the Silver Bible are often cited as what makes this codex the crown 
jewel of Uppasala University Library. It is one of the oldest and most comprehensive documents in 
the Gothic language known today. Aside from the Silver Bible, there are very few texts in Gothic 
available. It is also significant for its role as part of the history of the spread of Christianity and its 
success in reaching among the fringe peoples of Europe. 
 
 



- 19 - 
 

Switzerland Jean-Jacques Rousseau Collections in Geneva and Neuchâtel 
Jean-Jacques Rousseau is one of Europe’s greatest philosophers. His influence is unparalleled, 
manifesting itself in a variety of fields such as philosophy and political thought, man’s relationship 
with nature, and children’s education. A major Enlightenment figure, he opened up important new 
lines of thought that were to play a considerable part in social and political upheavals from the 
eighteenth century to the present day. He is considered a truly influential philosopher of universal 
significance. 
 
Thailand The Epigraphic Archives of Wat Pho, 1831-1841 
The 1,431 inscriptions erected by King Rama III on the walls of the Wat Po Temple in Bangkok include 
a wide range of traditional knowledge, wisdom and literary texts that now attract interest from a 
worldwide audience. They comprise not only Buddhist texts but also the Ramayana of India and the 
Shâhnâmeh of Iran, in addition to details of techniques of Thai massage and holistic healing methods 
adopted by people around the world. The texts have been the basis for teaching the techniques and 
practices of holistic medicine and Thai massage and continue to influence people worldwide. 
 
Trinidad and Tobago The Constantine Collection 
Learie Constantine was not only one of the best cricketers of his time, he was a human rights 
advocate in his later public life and used the popularity he had gained as a sportsman, to successfully 
promote the improvement of race relations. As the first black person in different sports, social and 
political positions, he served as an important role model. Baron Constantine made his mark in the 
only way a poor West Indian male of his time could do, by playing cricket with ability and character. 
He went on to argue the rights of black people with the effect that only a man who had won public 
affection through sports could have done in Britain of that period.  
 
Tunisia Privateering and the international relations of the Regency of Tunis in the 18th and 19th 
centuries 
Elements related to the region and the Barbary Coast makes this nomination unique for genealogical 
and historical research, and studies of world significance into the nature and practice of privateering 
from an Islamic point of view and serve as a major resource for researchers of pre-colonial history, 
the Islamic world, and international relations. The records are a unique set providing comparison 
between pirating and privateering, an interesting distinction since it was state-financed action.  
 
United Kingdom  Historic Ethnographic Recordings (1898 - 1951)  
The recordings are of great importance for the intangible heritage of many cultures and ethnic 
groups around the globe, as shown by its intense use. Some of the recorded languages and musical 
practices are now severely endangered or already extinct. Many of the researchers who made or 
collected the recordings are considered founding fathers of their disciplines.  
 
Vietnam Stone Stelae Records of Royal Examinations of the Le and Mac Dynasties  
The Stone Stelae demonstrate the penetration of Confucian philosophy into the countries of South 
East Asia and its use as the basis for training and educating an elite for the purposes of governance in 
Vietnam. The stelae, like the Golden Lists of China, honour and celebrate successful candidates in 
examinations, and also form a record of the nature of the governing elite of the Vietnamese state. 
The stelae are a permanent record of the use and modification of Chinese script and its adoption for 
official purposes in Vietnam, albeit with a Vietnamese pronunciation. The stelae also have 
considerable aesthetic value and are a popular site for locals and visitors alike.  
 
2. Provisional Inscription 
Armenia  First Byurakan Survey 
The Byurakan Survey (FBS or Markarian survey) was the first systematic, low-dispersion survey in the 
world and the first systematic search for active galaxies. To date, it is the largest spectroscopic survey 
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having 40,000,000 spectra on 20,000,000 objects of the Northern extragalactic sky and part of the 
Southern one. The DFBS is a unique and irreplaceable database and its influence on world science is 
global. However, clarification about preservation issues was requested for full inscription to proceed. 
 
Angola and Portugal Arquivos dos Dembos / Ndembu  Archives 
The Ndembu Archives are a unique testimony, and first-hand account of the transformation of an 
essentially oral southern African culture, through the assimilation of language and its eventual 
repercussion on both Portugal and Brazil. Documents are in Portuguese, though integrating and 
adapting Kimbundo words, with echoes of Kikongo, and the occasional Latin expressions and provide 
information on 250 years of African and European history while helping to clarify differences and 
continuities inside African communities and their relations mainly with the Portuguese colonial 
authorities and individuals, but also with other Europeans. Issues relating to the third set of 
documents have to be settled before full inscription. 
 
Georgia  Georgian Byzantine manuscripts  
This is an impressive collection of important and sometimes beautiful Georgian Byzantine 
manuscripts. Some of them contain original texts and translations that have been lost in other 
languages. They demonstrate Byzantine cultural development in a much wider area than Georgia. 
There is unlikely to be an equal collection of Georgian Byzantine manuscripts anywhere in the world. 
Inscription is provisional on the clarification of the items being proposed from Fonds Q. 
 
Portugal First flight across south Atlantic  
The first flight over the South Atlantic Ocean, from Lisbon to Rio de Janeiro, was not only a major 
achievement in aviation, it was also a milestone in the relation between Europe and Latin America, 
and the successful trip was widely reported. During this flight the sextant was used in aviation for the 
very first time. The significance of this flight is acknowledged in sources on air navigation history, and 
it can be placed in the long Portuguese tradition of explorers and explorations to other continents, 
initiated by Henry the Navigator in the mid-15th century, and continued by Vasco da Gama, 
Magalhães, among others. Clarification of copyright mention was requested for full inscription to 
proceed. 
 
South Africa Convention for a Democratic South Africa   
The archives of the CODESA and MPNF are very important for the story of the end of the 20th 
century. These negotiations contributed to writing the principles of a new democratic order in South 
Africa as they occurred against the background of the fall of communism in Eastern Europe which led 
to the end of the Cold War. The movement for freedom and democracy spread across the globe and 
it also impacted on South Africa. However, the nomination currently contains extraneous and non-
original items which should be removed to propose for inscription only the material of historical 
interest.  
 
United States of America Landsat Program records (Multispectral Scanner (MSS) Sensor  
The Landsat Archives are fundamental to the understanding of how the surface of the planet has 
changed and provide insight with respect to climate change, a higher and more frequent incidence of 
natural disasters and a much degraded natural environment. Clarification was sought about the end 
date to the nomination for full inscription to be recommended. 
 
Uzbekistan Ahkom as-Sultoniyya va-l-valoyot ad-diniyya (Government laws)   
Although the nominator has not provided much information, probably due to the broad reputation 
of the author himself and the work which is a major cornerstone in Islamic literature. Al Mawardi is 
heavily quoted in the Islamic and Arab literature as a Muslim judge, for this work specifically and for 
other contributions as a scholar. Three editions and 5 copies of the work are mentioned, but no 
information is provided on these editions or copies. Provisional inscription was recommended with 
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the caveat to compare the nominated piece with other known manuscript copies.  
 
Vanuatu and United Kingdom Arthur Bernard Deacon collection   
The collection is significant as a record of a culture at a point where it was in danger of disappearing 
under European influence. Deacon’s record of the life of the islanders is detailed and comprehensive 
as it documents a way of life that has changed irrecoverably since he recorded it in 1926. Copyright-
related issues led to a recommendation for provisional inscription pending clarification. 
 
3.  Inscription not Recommended 
Argentina Joseph M 'Pichi' Meisegeier SJ Collection, Carlos Francisco Mugica Archive  
If amended, this nomination could be worthy of inscription as the issues that it illuminates, in the 
context of the modern Catholic Church's social and political upheavals, are major human rights as 
well as political topics. It is still an open archive that requires further clarification about its subject 
matter.  
 
Armenia Collection of note manuscripts and film music of Aram Khachaturian 
Although Aram Khachaturian was considered a major composer of the 20th century, the nomination 
did not include the manuscript of 'The Sabre Dance' and its parent opera for which he is best known. 
The items that had been proposed were not considered by the members of the Committee as having 
had a high global impact. The IAC recommended that any future nomination include the significant 
works that underlie Khatchaturian's claim as world-class composer. 
 
Bhutan  “sDig-bShags” (Expiation of Sin) 
The nomination lacks most of the information needed for a proper assessment. A new one should be 
prepared for a later round of submission with more information provided especially on the identity 
and history of the text and the manuscript.   
 
Brazil  Carta de Abertura dos Portos  
Clearly this charter is emblematic for Brazil and has become the symbol of the beginning of the end 
of Portuguese colonization. However, the importance it may have for other countries seems 
overrated. Further evidence is needed to demonstrate how this document symbolizes the end of 
colonialism globally.  
 
Denmark Karen Blixen Archives 
Blixen was one of those rare authors who wrote with the same literary quality in two languages and 
was nominated several times for the Nobel Prize in literature. However, the IAC was of the opinion 
that the nomination failed to demonstrate the lasting and global impact of the works which she 
created and collated, and that the nomination presented her works as a piece of art. 
 
École Française d’Extrême-Orient and Dr. UVS Library  Classical Tamil Manuscript Collection  
While it was felt that the nomination was of great importance and that the collection was unique and 
irreplaceable, there was a need to clarify and explain its world significance. It was important to focus 
on the main characteristics of the Tamil language and its usage in literature, how they contributed to 
the survival of a vernacular and indigenous language tradition and how the documents were used by 
people beyond the immediate region.  
 
Hungary  Ignác Semmelweis and the Practice of Aseptic Childbirth  
A rare 1861 imprint, possibly unique, of an early instance of a doctor's antiseptic policy that affected 
the welfare of mother and newborn, by reducing puerperal fever. The IAC was not convinced that the 
document nominated was the one which signified the breakthrough in understanding as it was 
printed thirteen years after Semmelweis's theory had first been published. The Committee 
recommended that a new nomination be proposed that includes both the poster and his definitive 
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work. 
 
Hungary Béla Vikár, Pioneer of Folk Music Recordings  
This is a formed collection made by a researcher of acknowledged reputation, and a pioneering user 
of the phonograph. Vikar may have inspired Bela Bartok and Zoltan Kodaly to study Hungarian folk 
songs, but the nomination failed to adequately demonstrate the extent of his influence beyond 
Europe. This collection, though one of the largest of its kind at the time, was considered to be of 
mainly of national significance. 
 
Indonesia Babad Dipanagara or Autobiographical chronicle of Prince Dipanagara (1785-1855),  
This very rare manuscript constitutes the first autobiography in modern Javanese literature written 
by a Prince who was a mystic and soldier, spearheading a "holy war" against the Dutch, and a most 
interesting personality, acknowledging the modern world while remaining, at heart, deeply 
conservative.  While very interesting, the IAC felt that the nomination did not sufficiently describe 
the global influence of the item, or how its importance impacted on the region. It also expressed 
concerns about the rarity of the document. 
 
Indonesia Mak Yong documentation  
Mak Yong was declared in 2005 by UNESCO to be a masterpiece of oral and intangible heritage. The 
manuscript itself, dating from the early 20th century, is unique in presenting theatrical 
performances, songs and dances, with instructions and narrations.  While recognizing the value of a 
unique documentation of a performance that had been passed down by oral means, the IAC was not 
convinced that international significance had been adequately reflected in the nomination.  
 
Italy Cimitero di Porta a Pinti cosidetto Cimitero 'degli Inglesi', Florence's 'English' Cemetery 
The “collection” comprises the cemetery including its graves and monuments, the cemetery archives, 
a collection of 19th and 20th century photographs of Florence and other locations and a 
“mediatheque" which collects books, offprints and sound recordings. As such, the nomination did not 
meet the criteria for inscription as it is not a cohesive body of records, which moreover is still 
growing and consequently not finite. Its significance seems to lie primarily in it being a place to be 
visited, and as a result, it would perhaps be more relevant for the World Heritage List. 
 
Jacques Grandclaude  Rossellini Triptych 
This is very fulsome nomination accompanied by several referee statements which pay homage to 
Rossellini but do not address the criteria. The Pompidou film has been publicly screened and 
televised but it is difficult to determine how widely; the other material is in the form of raw footage, 
not completed productions. The works are not universally known and therefore do not meet the 
criteria of world significance. 
 
Kazakhstan Manuscripts of Nuriddin Abdurrakhman ibn Akhmad Jami  
The significance of Abdurrakhman Jami as a prominent classical Persian author is adequately 
demonstrated. However, the nomination is confusing about which manuscripts are nominated and 
lacks essential codicological information.  If one of the copies of the “Nafakat al-uns” really dates 
from the life time of Jami, this could very well qualify for inscription on the International Register, but 
this needs to be clarified and confirmed by experts. 
 
Kenya  The Arrest and Mistrial of Jomo Kenyatta and Five Other Nationalists 
The political trials of nationalist leaders, in the period of 1950-1960 cannot be considered unique 
since this was the time when many African states acceded to independence. As such, the nomination 
did not truly document "the clash between two great forces: British Imperialism and African 
Nationalism". However, the trial records could be of interest if they were combined with the archives 
of Kenyatta.  
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Lebanon Qozhaya Psalter  
This first liturgical Christian book in Arabic, using the Syriac script, printed in the Middle East, is 
crucial evidence for the first printing press in the region, but the nomination provides scant evidence 
of how the Psalter was actually printed, apart from mentioning that it was done on a press brought 
from Rome. Better typographical information would strengthen the proposal as there is agreement 
that the printing press of Qozhaya, was the first printing press in the Middle East and therefore the 
claim to having initiated a cultural renaissance could be justified if provenance is shown.  
 
Malaysia Selangor State Secretariat Archives  
While there is no disputing the important role of the Archives, the IAC was unable to reach consensus 
on whether or not this nomination contained the entire records of the Archives and as a result would 
be ineligible for inscription in its current form. It therefore requested that the RSC undertake further 
research in this regard. 
 
Malaysia Taj al-Salatin (The Crown of Kings) 
The work would have been influential in the Malay Archipelago, the territory of modern Indonesia 
and further afield in South East Asia, however, its international significance, integrity and uniqueness 
have not been sufficiently described. It is possible that copies of similar age may survive elsewhere or 
that earlier copies may exist since this dates from around 1800 but the nomination does not indicate 
if this is the earliest extant copy. 
 
Morocco Foum Chenna Rock Inscriptions  
There was no doubt about the importance of the site even if this was not fully described or 
presented. Concern about the conditions of the site was expressed, and more information on 
measures taken as well as advice from the government on whether this was a protected site was 
considered necessary. A nomination to the World Heritage List was also suggested.  
 
Netherlands Multatuli, Max Havelaar manuscript  
While recognizing the role that Multatuli's 'Max Havelaar' had in anticolonialism, the IAC was not 
able to determine the global impact or the international influence of the manuscript. In view of this, 
it recommended that a revised version be submitted that justified its claim of world significance.  
 
Senegal Cheikh Moussa Kamara Fonds 
The value and importance of the collection at the national and regional levels was evident as it 
contributes to a retracing of history in Fouta Tooro, Mauritania and Fuuta Jallon. As such, it is a major 
source for historians of West Africa. However its influence beyond the region was not demonstrated 
and it should be revised to reflect this. In the meantime, it is recommended for MoW regional and 
national registers. 
 
Serbia  Nitrate Film Collection of Jugoslovenska Kinoteka  
The original nomination did not satisfy the basic requirement of being a finite and precisely defined 
collection as the entire film collection of the Archives had been nominated.  However, the revision 
proposing the nitrate film component is still not cohesive, precisely quantified nor likely to be finite. 
As such, this revision does not meet the criteria and the IAC recommended that the RSC could be 
approached for specific guidance to assist in identifying likely items for nomination. 
 
South Africa Medu Art Ensemble  
This appears to be substantially an art project, with much of the actual nature of the documentary 
heritage to be nominated undefined, apart from a list of poster titles. No information has been 
provided regarding the documents or their significance. In addition, much of what can properly be 
defined as documentary heritage, such as oral histories, appears to be prospective rather than 
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currently in existence. There is no real indication of the lasting impact of the documents themselves, 
apart from the fact that they have been exhibited.  
 
Spain The Archives of the Royal Hospital  
An interesting but incomplete nomination without a clear archival description or adequate 
description of significance and content. More precise information is needed on exactly what records 
from the Royal Hospital fonds are being nominated for inscription.  
 
Uzbekistan The Turkestan Collection  
Many of the criteria have not been addressed, especially the substantiation of world significance. It is 
a massive collection of cuttings and articles, even whole books but no explanation is given about 
uniqueness, originality or thematic organization of the volumes.  Furthermore, the fact that the list of 
reference material was provided in Russian only made it difficult to assess the influence of the work 
beyond the region. The IAC also had doubts that a compilation of previously printed work could be 
considered a ‘sole source’. 
 
Vietnam Woodblocks used to print Buddhist sutras from the Truc Lam Zen Buddhist school of 
thought at Vinh Nghiem Pagoda  
Woodblocks for printing Buddhist cannons are common in East Asia, and these Vietnamese 
Woodblocks dating 19th century are not unique. Nor can the existence of numerous temples of this 
sect of Buddhism worldwide be considered proof of world significance for the woodblocks. 
  
World Caucasus Foundation  Autochthonous Ethnic Music of the Caucasus 
The nomination does not meet the criteria for inscription on the international register as it concerns 
only CDs of selected traditional music with no coherent theme. It is open-ended and lacks a 
preservation plan. Nominations of original recordings and/or from institutions holding these items 
may possibly be of international significance and these could form the subject of a revised 
nomination.  
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